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Lawmakers, Local Officials Call for Lower Gas Taxes and Tolls
By Eric San Juan

Traveling will be getting more expensive, and local lawmakers say that if Ocean County residents 
are going to pay, they should see local road improvements for their money.

At issue is an increase in the state gas tax, as well as increases in tolls and NJ Transit fares.
The gas tax automatically adjusts each year based on whether the state collects its target revenue 

goals. If revenue falls short, the tax goes up; when there is a surplus, the tax declines. The previous 
target was $2 billion each year. Earlier this year, the State Senate and Assembly passed a measure 
raising the target to $2.37 billion by July 2028. Governor Phil Murphy signed it into law last 
month.

The Ocean County Board of Commissioners sent a resolution to Trenton asking lawmakers to 
reconsider. It’s a purely symbolic gesture, meant to put their discontent on the record.

"I wouldn't have an objection to this if it came back to Ocean County to repair our roads and 
bridges," said County Commissioner Frank Sadeghi. "But the money is going up north and we are 
a commuter county."

Gas taxes go into the state Transportation Trust Fund, which funds road work and infrastructure 
upgrades across the entire state, capital projects, and funding to offset the cost of local and county 
road work. The fund was created in 1994 and has been renewed seven times, most recently earlier 
this year. Lawmakers say the fund target needs to be increased in order to keep up with the demands 
of an aging state infrastructure.	 ...Continued on the next page
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For businesses who want to promote their 
products and services, we can put together a 
marketing program that will get results.  Our 
program will help you build relationships 
with the residents in the community and help 
you get more customers. Call 732-240-6611 
for more information about our services.

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER
Community Connection considers its sources to be reliable and verifies 
as much as possible the information in our publication.  However, 
reporting inaccuracies can occur; consequently readers using this 
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Adult, active-adult, age-restricted, 55+ no 
matter what you call them, communities 
for “people of a certain age” are booming 
in Ocean County.

Thanks to the publishing services of 
Senior Community Media everyone 
in the community is tuned in to news, 
events, and goings-on in the community.  
If you would like more information 
about how we can help your community, 
please call 732-240-6611.
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“New Jersey sits at the heart of one of the 
busiest stretches of commerce in the entire 
world,” Governor Phil Murphy said. “Whether 
it’s trying to get home to their families after 
a long day or shipping critical goods to keep 
our economy humming, our residents and 
our businesses depend on the strength of our 
transportation system to get where they need 
to go.”

However, Ocean County Commissioner 
Barbara Jo Crea questioned whether people 
could afford more increases, especially senior 
citizens.

"We do not have a large public transit system 
in Ocean County so our residents need to rely 
on their cars to get from one place to the other," 
Crea said. "Having to pay more for gas, for tolls 
and also transit fares poses a financial burden 
for many residents that are already living pay 
check to pay check."

The gas tax adjustment comes at the same 
time that tolls are increasing on the Garden 
State Parkway, New Jersey Turnpike, and other 
tolls roads in the state.

For example, in January 2023, the Toms 
River plaza went from 97 cents to $1.01 for 
EZPass users, and from $1 to $1.05 for drivers 
using cash. 

Other tolls in the area also saw increases. 
Another round of increases went into effect this 
January. It marked the fourth round of hikes 
since 2020.

“With all of us feeling the sting of inflation 
through higher interest rates, gas prices, food 
and energy prices, residents are once again being 
asked pay more for tolls,” Councilman Keith 
Buscio said at the time. “This is unacceptable.”

Also in 2020, the process by which toll prices 
are set was changed. Now, prices are determined 
based on a process called “indexing,” which ties 
prices to an array of economic indicators.

State Senator Carmen Amato and the 9th 
Legislative District also resisted the hike, 
saying in February that “(New Jersey Transit) 
fare increases and highway toll increases are 
regressive and moving full steam ahead.”

Other lawmakers argue that the increases are 
necessary in order to keep the state’s roadways 
maintained and safe.

“Investment in the State’s infrastructure 
is critical for our transportation system, the 
economy and our quality of life,” said Senate 
President Nick Scutari. “It will provide benefits 
to New Jersey residents for years – and even 
generations - to come.”
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732-762-2668
www.tristatesunroomsplus.com

LIC.# 13VH05429700

“Very thorough and 
Dennis is extremely 

knowledgeable” 
Carmen A., 

Toms River

“Dennis went 
above and beyond 
what I expected 

and it was finished 
sooner than I 
expected!” 
Susan P., 
Toms River

“I highly recommend 
Tri-State 

Sunrooms Plus 
for an outstanding job.

I have a beautiful 
sunroom with 

quality materials 
& workmanship”

Lois A., 
Pt. Pleasant Beach

WE SPECIALIZE IN EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
INCLUDING SUNROOMS, SCREENROOMS, PATIO ENCLOSURES & VINYL SIDING

NJ
RATED
5-STAR

BEFORE AFTER

GUARANTEE 
HIGH-QUALITY 

CONSTRUCTION 
FOR EVERY 
PROJECT

Tri-State Sunrooms Plus
Siding & Windows

Call for Spring Specials
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By Eric San Juan
The volunteer fire companies that protect the Holiday City / Silver Ridge 

Park area will be a little better off, thanks to $100,000 in grant money being 
distributed to the Pinewald Pioneer Fire Company and Bayville Volunteer Fire 
Department via the state Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

The money comes as part of $20 million being distributed throughout New 
Jersey in American Rescue Plan Firefighter Grants. Berkeley’s two awards are 
among 353 given out statewide.

“It can be difficult for fire departments to replace equipment when needed 
due to the high costs involved and financial constraints,” DCA Acting 
Commissioner Jacquelyn A. Suárez said in a written statement. “The American 
Rescue Plan Firefighter Grants give fire departments the ability to purchase the 
equipment they need to protect our communities and keep themselves safe.”

Bayville will receive $70,000 and Pinewald $30,000. They are just two of 
several volunteer departments that respond to calls in the Holiday City / Silver 
Ridge Park area.

Pinewald’s roughly 40 or so volunteers (not counting support volunteers) 
cover the western side of the town, fighting both structural and woodland fires 
alike. They also play a valuable role in supporting other companies during larger 
calls, providing assistance wherever it is needed. And the other companies in 
town, of course, reciprocate.

Meanwhile, the volunteer Bayville Fire Company does not limit itself to the 
Bayville portion of the community. They respond to emergencies throughout the 
township, and also provide support to surrounding communities. This includes 
local highways, Island Beach State Park, and the Ocean County Airport aka 
Miller Air Park. All of its roughly 50 active members are volunteers.

Also nearby is the Manitou Park Volunteer Fire Company. Covering the 
northern part of town and the Holiday City region, the company responds to 
hundreds of calls a year, many of them in the town’s retirement communities. 
With two stations – one on 3rd Avenue in Manitou Park, the other on 

Fort de France Blvd. in Holiday City – the company 
covers a lot of ground.

In major emergencies, departments for 
neighboring Toms River, Manchester and other 
communities may respond, too.

For more information on the town’s fire companies, visit  
http://www.berkeleytownship.org/services/fire_first_aid.php. 

Local Volunteer Firefighters Will Be Safer Thanks to State Grants
State Senator Carmen Amato. Jr. praised the funding and said 

the grants would help the community.
“Local fire departments and personnel provide essential life-saving 

services to the community and, therefore, should be provided the 
necessary resources to carry out their responsibilities to safeguard 
the public and protect property in the most effective manner 
possible,” Amato said in a written statement. “The grants to these 
fire departments are an appropriate and practical use of taxpayer 
dollars that represents a sound investment in our communities.”

The money can be used for protective clothing, advanced cleaning 
equipment, breathing apparatuses, personal protective equipment, 
and other protective gear.

“Safe clothing and gear are extremely important to firefighters’ 
physical and mental health,” State Fire Marshal and Division of 
Fire Safety Director Richard Mikutsky said in a written statement. 
“The continuation of these grant funds means so much to these 
dedicated first responders, many of whom are volunteers.”

Throughout New Jersey, most of those who put their lives on 
the line fighting fires do so as volunteers. The same holds true 
throughout much of the United States, where 69 percent of all 
firefighters nationwide are volunteers. In 2015 alone, firefighters 
responded to over 33 million calls in the U.S.

Firefighting as a vocation in the U.S., whether as a professional 
or volunteer, began in 1647 in New York (then called New 
Amsterdam), when fire inspectors checked structures for safety 
hazards and warned residents when a fire was spotted. By 1711, 
“mutual fire societies” were formed, small collectives that vowed to 
assist one another in the case of a fire.

In 1736, Benjamin Franklin changed the face of firefighting 
forever in what would become the United States when he founded 
the first volunteer firefighter company in Philadelphia.

Today, there are 1.1 million firefighters in the country, more than 
two-thirds of them volunteers. That holds true here in Berkeley 
Township, where when tragedy strikes, it will be volunteers who 
come to the rescue.

HOLIDAY CITY BERKELEY

VARIETY & DRAMA CLUB
Rehearsal has begun for our May 2024 "Variety Show"  

This will be a show like never before! L ots of singing, skits and dancing!
This will be a show you won't forget!

Interested in joining our group? 
All you need is a willingness to use your God-given talents!

Call Pat Tatarro at 908-309-6478.

4 BERKELEY TOWNSHIP E v e n t  F ly e r s  C o mm  un i t y  N e w s  EVENTS       C o a l i t i o n  INTEREST         STORIES        SPONSORS         P u z z l e s  &  M ORE   . . .E v e n t  F ly e r s  C o mm  un i t y  N e w s  EVENTS       C o a l i t i o n  INTEREST         STORIES        SPONSORS         P u z z l e s  &  M ORE   . . .



E v e n t  F ly e r s  C o mm  un i t y  N e w s  EVENTS       C o a l i t i o n  INTEREST         STORIES        SPONSORS         P u z z l e s  &  M ORE   . . . 5APRIL 2024
T h a n k  Yo u  To  O u r  A d v e r t i s i n g  S p o n s o r s

E v e n t  F ly e r s  C o mm  un i t y  N e w s  EVENTS       C o a l i t i o n  INTEREST         STORIES        SPONSORS         P u z z l e s  &  M ORE   . . .



Sherry T. DeGraff, Mgr.  NJ Lic #3921

DEGRAFF CREMATION SERVICES

Additional Costs: Crematory Fee, Urns, Disposition of Cremains & Certified Copies of
Death Certificates, Permit, Removal Assist. & Mileage, Viewings or Memorial Services

DIRECT CREMATION $1875

WWW.DEGRAFFFUNERALHOME.COM
732-657-7868

Preplanning Brings Peace of Mind
Removal From Place Of Death, Alternative Container,

Wood #ODZ,  Transfer To Crematory
DEGRAFF LAKEHURST FUNERAL HOME • 119 UNION AVE, LAKEHURST

W.R. Tisch Electric LLC Lic/Permit #17863
Fully Insured

wrtisch@gmail.com
Located in Toms River732-678-6440

We Return ALL Calls
 In God We Trust

• Renovations & Troubleshooting
• Recessed Lighting & Ceiling Fans
• Service Changes & Upgrades
• Reliable & Friendly 

Robert Tisch, William Tisch Owners

Wastewater Treatment in Berkeley Gets $1.5 million Boost in Federal Aid
By Eric San Juan

Treated wastewater pumped into the Atlantic Ocean will be a little cleaner, and 
periods of excessive flow at a treatment plant in Berkeley Township will be easier to 
manage, thanks to a boost of $1.5 million in federal funds.

The funding was announced by Congressman Chris Smith last month. It comes as 
part of money earmarked for local projects in the recently passed budget.

The money will be used for upgrades and rehabilitation of the Central Water 
Pollution Control Facility (CWPCF), located at the end of Hickory Lane in Berkeley. 
The facility is part of the Ocean County Utilities Authority (OCUA).

“This critical federal funding will allow Ocean County to demolish, replace 
and rehabilitate the digester tank cover and other mechanical, structural, and 
electrical systems—which have reached the end of their useful life—to ensure 
continued efficiencies and effective treatment of wastewater,” Smith said in a written 
statement.

The CWPCF houses the OCUA’s administrative offices, as well as the Fertilizer 
Manufacturing Division, Central Services and Technical Services Divisions. Key to 
this funding is the Central Division. Which is a secondary wastewater reclamation 
facility running 19 pumping stations in the area. It’s been in operation since 1979 
and treats a wide range of wastewater generated in the surrounding region.

All told, the facility has a capacity of 32 million gallons per day.  A key “digester” 
– an 85-foot diameter tank that can hold 1.2 million gallons of sludge – has seen 
corrosion over the years and needs repairs to continue to function safely and 
efficiently.

Wastewater treated and cleaned here is pumped into the Atlantic Ocean. Some 90 
percent of all pollutants are removed before discharge. The water is pumped over a 
mile offshore, at a depth of about 40 feet, where it is greatly diluted by the ocean.

According to the OCUA, the facility meets the stringent requirements of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and state Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), and has been awarded by both the EPA and National Association 
of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) for its efforts.

“Staff members of the Central Division are extremely proud of their accomplishments 
and are dedicated to protecting, maintaining and improving the quality of our 
bay and ocean waters while providing a vital service to the communities of Ocean 
County,” the OCUA’s website reads.

According to Smith, the federal funding will not only repair the digester, it will 
also help OCUA add more storage volume and bring down expenses, thanks to 
helping the Authority produce more electricity onsite via cogeneration.

“This project will not only improve water quality 
of effluent that ultimately flows into the Atlantic 
Ocean and reduce air emissions, but also lower plant 
operational expenses by increasing onsite generation of 
electricity—which will help stabilize rates for residents,” 
Smith said.

The OCUA operates three wastewater treatment 
facilities in all, with a combined capacity of 80 million 
gallons per day. There are around 40 pumping stations 
in all scattered throughout its coverage area and more 
than 200 miles of lines. All told, OCUA serves 31 towns 
in Ocean County and 5 in Monmouth County.

Before this system was put in place, around 40 
small facilities treated water and discharged it to local 
waterways and bays.

For more information, visit ocua.com
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Raymond’s 
Coin, Stamps, Collectibles
$  PAYING Top Dollar CASH $

Call Raymond
732-672-1616

ATTENTION SENIORS:
We Travel to YOU 

FREE in Home Appraisals
Over 40 Years Experience

For All:
Coins • Stamps • Gold & Silver Jewelry

Antiques  • Collectibles • Sterling Silver Sets 
WWI & WWII Military Items • Old Trains 

Hummels • Lladro •  All Types of Collections

1540 RT. 37 WEST, TOMS RIVER 

732-341-4052

NJ LIC# 13VH12401000
Scan to get a quote!

52
Years

S������� � FREE C�����������

$500 OFF 
ANY NEW MOTORIZED 

AWNING INSTALLATION
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Must book by 05/15/24.

$150 OFF EACH WINDOW
(Min. of 4 Windows)

Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Must 
book by 05/15/24.

$1500 OFF 
COMPLETE SIDING JOB

Min. of 20 sq. of siding. Not valid on partial jobs or 
repairs. May not be combined with any other offers 
or discounts. Must book by 05/15/24.

$200 OFF
PURCHASE OF COMBINATION 
GARAGE DOOR AND OPENER

Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 
Must book by 05/15/24.

$100 OFF
STORM DOORS

Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 
Must book by 05/15/24.

$1500 OFF COMPLETE 

Min. of 20 sq. of roofing. Not valid on partial jobs or 
repairs. May not be combined with any other offers or 

discounts. Must book by 05/15/24.

ROOFING JOB

12 MONTHS 0% INTEREST
NO PAYMENTS, NO MONEY DOWN!

*Must be qualified through a financial institution. TRDW does not have control of approval rates.

$300 OFF ANY EXTERIOR 
DOOR
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR JOHN BACCHIONE
Good News for Berkeley Residents: 
Western Boulevard Extension Moving 
Forward

I am pleased to announce to Berkeley residents 
that the extension of Western Boulevard is moving 
forward. 

The Township has secured $1 million in federal funding for this 
project, which will extend Western Boulevard to Gladney Avenue. 

The extension of this road is an integral part of the success of the future 
Berkeley Town Center One (Beachwood Mall), which will include both 
commercial and retail development. 

I would like to thank Senator Carmen Amato for spearheading this 
project, and Congressman Chris Smith for his assistance in securing  
$1 million in federal funding.

Parks & Beaches Getting Ready for Spring/Summer Seasons
Our Parks & Beaches department is busy gearing up for the spring/

summer seasons getting our fields, township parks, and beaches ready. 
We are finalizing the lineup of bands for our annual Summer Concert 
series at Veterans Park and will have great acts and fireworks to announce 
to our residents soon. 

Speaking of summer, our Recreation Department has announced 
that summer camp at Veterans Park will run from July 8 – August 16. 
Registration will be held in the Recreation Building on April 17th and 
April 18th in-person. Fees will be announced soon. Questions can be 
directed to the Recreation Office, 732-269-4456.

Berkeley Shore to Age Well Health Fair
I am proud to announce the Berkeley Shore to Age Well Health 

Fair on April 12th from 11:00 a.m. – 1 p.m. Sponsored by the Ocean 
County Health Department and the Berkeley Township Municipal 
Alliance, the FREE event features health screenings, medication drop 
off, giveaways, Narcan training and kits, community resources and 
more. Lunch will be provided. The Health Fair takes place in the 
Holiday Heights Club House, located at 96 Prince Charles Drive in 
Toms River. 

John McCrone
Senior Handyman Services LLC

REASONABLE PRICING – NO JOB TOO SMALL
GRANDCHILDREN DROOL
GRANDPARENTS RULE!!!

973-809-0870
It is the highest honor to REPAIR for those who once CARED for us

Ocean County Shrine Ladies Club
Events Holiday City Berkeley Clubhouse #2 

631 Jamaica Blvd.

2024 FUNDRAISING EVENTS
SAVE THE DATES!

BUNCO SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2024
TICKETS GO ON SALE IN MARCH

BINGO SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2024

BUNCO SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2024 
THESE OC LADIES SHRINERS CHARITY EVENTS  SUPPORT  

THE HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN IN PHILADELPHIA.

Anyone who would like to added to our email list 
for upcoming events and information please contact  
Sylvia Ormando at:  ormandosm@yahoo.com

C O N N O L L Y
D E R M A T O L O G Y

ESTABLISHED IN 1996

(609) 926-8899
CONNOLLYDERMATOLOGY.COM

Specializing in general, surgical, pediatric, adult and 
cosmetic dermatology, with offices conveniently located 

throughout South Jersey, Philadelphia and Delaware.
Dr. Coyle S. Connolly, DO, Joellynn Verdier, APRN-BC, 
Alyssa Dallicardillo, APN-C, Jody Hahn, FNP-BC and 

Deborah Pontoriero, APN strive to provide you with the 
best service for all of  your skin care needs.

SERVING
Toms River, NJ                                                                          

1178 Route 37 West                                                        
Whiting, NJ 

108 Lacey Road, Suite 38A

One in five people will develop  
skin cancer in their lifetime.

Schedule your skin cancer screening today!
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DERMATOLOGY
Robert Lee, M.D., FAAD

SERVICES PROVIDED
Skin Cancer Treatment
Cyst/Lipoma Removal

Psoriasis
Eczema

Acne
Warts

Board-Certified Dermatologist 
On Staff at Community Medical Center
 — NO WAIT FOR APPOINTMENTS —

Holiday City Medical Center
3 Plaza Dr. Suite 17

Toms River, NJ 08757

732-934-4141
www.premierdermatologyclinic.com 

NO MORE GROUT• 
CERTIFIED • 
INSTALLERS

LIFETIME WARRANTY• 
TUB TO SHOWER • 
CONVERSION

BATHROOMPROSNJ.COM

732-812-0843
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

Toms River  - 1545 Route 37 West, Suite 6
 Brick  - Drum Point Plaza, 347 Brick Boulevard

CALL FOR YOUR FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

NJ PLUMBING LIC #36BI01181500

18 MONTHS

NO INTEREST

NO PAYMENTS

DON’T PAY 

UNTIL 

2025
SAVE UP TO

$1500 
*off any complete bath project

Expires 10/15/24
Not to be combined

“I highly recommend Jerry and his guys.  We are extremely pleased and 
happy with the results.”- Sue Minue, Holiday City

“Jerry’s a great guy.  He and his crew were very professional... ripped up all 
the old stone and replaced with new.  I could not be happier.” 

 - Lisa Thomas, Holiday City

LANDSCAPE
Landscape Lighting• 
Landscape Installs• 
Drains & Drainage• 
Tuckahoe Farms Sod• 
Remove & Install Bushes• 

PAVERS
Paver Driveways & Patios• 
Concrete • Brick• 
Paver Sealing• 
Retaining Walls• 
Cultured Stone • Edgestone• 
Natural Stone• 

OVER 500 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
in Holiday City & Silver Ridge Park

HOLIDAY CITY & SILVER RIDGE PARK’S ONLY TRUSTED LANDSCAPER
15 Years & Counting

CALL THE OWNERS DIRECTLY
Lou: 848-240-4611 Jerry: 973-830-0761

EDGE
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

NJ HIC #13VH09700300

NEW!

SPRING 
SPECIAL: 

15% OFF 
ANY JOB

ANY JOB BOOKED BY 4/30/24

WE MAKE THE JOURNEY 

FUN & EXCITING
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State Budget Must Prioritize 
Tax Relief

Following Governor Phil Murphy’s recent state budget address, Senator 
Carmen F. Amato Jr, Assemblyman Brian Rumpf and Assemblyman Greg 
Myhre want their constituents to know that delivering tax relief and ending 
wasteful spending will be their top priorities during the State Budget 
process. 

The 9th District Delegation’s commitment to fiscal integrity is consistent 
with their committee assignments. Senator Amato serves on the Senate Budget 
and Appropriations Committee while Assemblyman Rumpf serves on the 
Assembly Budget Committee and Assemblyman Myhre serves on the Assembly 
Appropriations Committee. 

Amato, Rumpf and Myhre issued the following statement as part of the 
Delegation’s ongoing constituent outreach efforts:

“Taxpayers we represent are worried about their financial security, especially 
when faced with the prospect of toll increases, utility rate hikes and learning 
that their local school district will be hard hit by chronic funding cuts by the 
state’s rigged school funding formula. 

“Justifiably, they want Trenton’s focus to be on alleviating the state’s crushing 
tax burden, not finding new and creative ways to increase fees or impose taxes 
on businesses that will ultimately be passed on to consumers in the form of 
higher prices.

“Soaring rhetoric from the Murphy Administration does not change the 
standing reality that the proposed state budget does not adequately address the 
cost-of-living increases that so many taxpayers are alarmed about, especially 
seniors who have earned the right to retire without being taxed out of their 
homes.   

“Now more than ever, it’s plain to see that taxpayers desperately want a more 
pragmatic approach to reform the state’s finances that include a $5 billion 
deficit between the current state budget and the proposed for next year. They 
have the expectation of fairness, in which placating special interests or providing 
benefits to persons in the country illegally do not come into play.” 

The Delegation highlighted that the governor’s proposed budget includes 
several fee increases, including fees charged by the Bureau of Securities, firearm 
permit and license fees, and raises the HMO assessment from 5 percent 
to 6 percent. Making matters worse, the proposed budget fails to shield 
taxpayers from income tax increases from bracket creep, payroll tax hikes for 
unemployment, disability and family leave, gas tax increases, tolls, registration 
fees or property tax increases that could result from a $334 million reduction 
in municipal aid. 

Our Delegation stands united in fighting against these outrageous increases. 
In addition, will make sure vital property tax relief programs such as: PTR - 
Senior Freeze; ANCHOR and STAYNJ programs are fully funded. Our seniors 
deserve better and we will make sure of that.

Update On Common Interest 
Community Legislation 

This is a legislative update regarding common interest 
community legislation that caused concern for a substantial 
number of our constituents living in age-restricted 
communities.  

In no uncertain terms, our Delegation has taken a hard line 
against common interest community legislation. Seniors don’t 
want or need state bureaucrats telling them how to run their 
communities. Trenton has more important things to focus on 
than disrupting the lives of seniors who cherish the autonomy 
to run their age-restricted communities the right way, not the 
Trenton way.  

In the previous legislative session, legislation was introduced 
which would provide that the Homeowners Association (HOA) 
of an age-restricted community allow the sale of an age-restricted 
unit to a person who is under the age set for the community.  
More specifically, the legislation targeted 55+ communities 
which currently have discretion to impose age restrictions on all 
the community’s units instead of allowing a community only to 
impose age restrictions on 80% of the units.  

In the previous legislative session, both a Senate and Assembly 
version of this specific common interest community legislation 
was introduced but was never advanced. However, for the 
current 2024-2025 legislative session, only the Assembly version 
has been reintroduced with a new bill number, A-2271, which 
has been referred to the Assembly Housing Committee.  

Our Delegation has submitted petitions with more than 
4,000 signatures in opposition to this common interest 
community legislation for entry into the official public record 
of testimony in the State House. The Legislative Majority Party 
Leadership, which controls the Legislature’s agenda, as well as 
Governor Murphy, have been informed about the petitions 
and, correspondingly, the intense level of opposition to the 
legislation that exists among residents of senior communities in 
our legislative district.  

Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide this legislative 
update as your 9th District Legislative Delegation and open a 
line of communication with you. 

Our Delegation is ready is to serve you. If you or a family 
member has an issue regarding State Government, please do 
not hesitate to contact us via email: SenAmato@njleg.org  
or via phone: 1-609-693-6700. 

9th Legislative Update
SENATOR CARMEN F. AMATO, JR.  |  ASSEMBLYMAN BRIAN E. RUMPF  |  ASSEMBLYMAN GREG MYHRE
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FREE
ESTIMATES

Replacements  & 
New Install of Heating & 
Air Conditioning Units

We Service & Install 
All Makes & Models

1-800-688-TEMP
www.caretemp.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
732-349-1448

OCEAN COUNTY
732-577-8367

MONMOUTH COUNTY

891 Route 37 West, Toms River, NJ 08755

COUPONS MUST BE PRESENT WHEN SIGNING CONTRACT and may not be used for prior services/installations.  
Coupons do not expire except service call coupon.

$500 OFF
GAS 

CONVERSION

$250 OFF
New Install of  

Air Conditioning or 
Heating System

$150 OFF
Central A/C &/or 

Gas Boiler/Furnace   
Replacement

$100 OFF
or

Tankless Gas Hot  
  Water System
$50 OFF

Gas Hot Water Heater

$25 OFF
SERVICE CALL

(with repair made while there)
Not valid after 4pm weekdays or on weekend 
services. Coupon must be presented at time 

of service. Expires 5.31.24

FREE
AIR CONDITIONING

CONTRACT
For New Customers

(Call For Details)

FREE 2ND OPINION
√ CERTIFIED & TECHNICALLY 

TRAINED PROFESSIONALS 
√ SAME DAY SERVICE/REPLACEMENTS
√ CERTIFIED, LICENSED, 

BONDED & INSURED
√ SERVING ALL OF OCEAN & 

MONMOUTH COUNTIES

“AWARD WINNING COMPANY”
NJ HIC #13VH02253000

Fred Paprocky, Master HVACR 
Contractor Lic# 19HC00878000

Dunn Right Electric 
NJ Electrical Lic# 18406

A-Jay Plumbing 
NJ Plumbing Lic# 12661

 MENTION 
“SSB” & 
RECEIVE 

ADDITIONAL 
SAVINGS

COUPON HCB:
ALWAYS put the 15th 
of the NEXT month 
for exp. date.
EX: May issue 
has 6.15.22 as the 
coupon exp. date

For CC:
ALWAYS put the 
30th/31st of the 
NEXT month for exp. 
date.
EX: May 2022 issue 
has 6.30.22 as the 
coupon exp. date
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CASH FOR CARS
$$$

I WILL BUY YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
RUNNING OR NOT ~ OLD OR NEW

CALL ME - BILL GORDON 
732-597-3933 (LOCAL RESIDENT)

Recognize & Address Common Vision Problems As You Get Older
By Eric San Juan

It’s natural and expected for vision to decline with age. In some cases, 
those changes may even include a range of vision problems that can 
make daily life challenging. According to the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology, nearly one in three Americans over 65 will experience 
some form of vision loss.

Unfortunately, many retirees may not recognize the symptoms, which can 
lead to delayed treatment and potentially irreversible eye damage. That’s 
why it’s important to know about common vision problems that seniors 
face, how to recognize them, and what steps can be taken to address 
them.

“Have your eyes checked regularly by an eye care professional — either an 
ophthalmologist or optometrist,” suggests the National Institute on Aging. 
“Finding and treating any problems early can help protect your vision and 
prevent vision loss. Make a list of your questions and concerns to share 
with the doctor. Tell them which medications you are taking. Some can 
affect your eyes.”

Among the most common vision problem faced by seniors are cataracts. 
Approximately half of Americans over age 80 experiencing this condition. 
A cataract is a clouding of the natural lens in the eye which can cause 
blurry vision, poor night vision, and sensitivity to light. Seniors may be 
more prone to developing cataracts due to aging, exposure to ultraviolet 
light, and certain medications.

If you notice worsening vision or symptoms of cataracts, such as halos 
around lights or faded colors, it is important to schedule an appointment 
with an eye doctor. In some cases, surgery is needed to remove cataracts 
and restore vision.

Glaucoma is another common vision problem among older 
Americans, affecting around 3 million people over the age of 65. 
This condition causes damage to the optic nerve, which can lead 
to vision loss and blindness if left untreated.
Unfortunately, many people with glaucoma may not experience 
symptoms until the condition has progressed. Regular eye exams, 
especially for those over 60, can help detect glaucoma early on, 
which is critical in preserving vision. Treatment for glaucoma 
typically involves prescription eye drops, laser surgery, or traditional 
surgery.
There are other issues to watch out for. For example, age-related 
macular degeneration (AMD) is a leading cause of irreversible vision 
loss among seniors. This condition affects the macula, the part of 
the eye responsible for central vision, and can cause blind spots or 
distorted vision. While there is currently no cure for AMD, there 
are steps retirees can take to manage the condition and slow down 
its progression. A healthy diet rich in fruits and vegetables, regular 
exercise, and quitting smoking can all help protect against AMD. 
It is also important to have regular eye exams and to monitor any 
changes in vision.
Finally, dry eye syndrome is a common condition among seniors, 
one that can cause discomfort, irritation, and dryness in the eyes. 
This condition occurs when the eyes do not produce enough tears 
or when the tears evaporate too quickly. Symptoms can include 
redness, itching, burning, and blurry vision. Over-the-counter 
eye drops, lifestyle changes such as quitting smoking or using 
a humidifier, and prescription medications can all be effective 
treatments for dry eye syndrome.
Take note that “many eye diseases have no early symptoms,” 
according to the American Optometric Association. “They may 
develop painlessly, and you may not notice the changes to your 
vision until the condition is quite advanced. Wise lifestyle choices, 
regular eye exams and early detection of disease can significantly 
improve your chances of maintaining good eye health and vision 
as you age.”
For seniors, vision problems can be both frustrating and potentially 
dangerous. It is important to recognize the symptoms and seek 
treatment promptly to prevent an impact on your day-to-day 
life. Scheduling regular eye exams, adopting healthy habits, and 
following any treatment plans prescribed by an eye doctor can all 
help seniors maintain their vision and enjoy life to the fullest.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
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OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: JACKSON  | WALL |  MANAHAWKIN

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
WE SPECIALIZE IN MOHS SURGERY FOR CANCER

• Skin Cancer
• Eczema
• Psoriasis
• Fungus
• Warts

• Hair Loss
• Rashes
• Blistering
• Cold Sores
• Birthmarks

• Itchy Skin
• Moles & Growths
• Cysts
• Hives

732-201-7402 NJDERMDOC.COM

Patricia Tager, MD

Manhong Ma, MD

Chuck Sidwa, P.A

R.E. Geffner, MD

Aryay Gefen, APN

Dr. Shazia Saif

TOMS RIVER LOCATION
2446 CHURCH ROAD, SUITE 2A

LAKEWOOD
525 RT. 70

FORKED RIVER
540 LACEY RD.

WHITING
65 LACEY RD., UNIT 4

FOR SUPERB CRAFTSMANSHIP AND A 
SOLID COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE, TRUST 

A PROFESSIONAL FULL SERVICE
ROOFING COMPANY

EXPERTLY TRAINED & HIGHLY SKILLED CREWS

SMALL REPAIRS TO FULL ROOF REPLACEMENTS, 
NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

* COMPLETE ROOF MAINTENANCE
* ROOF REPAIRS
* COMPLETE ROOF REPLACEMENT 

AND INSTALLATION
* GUTTERS AND SIDING
* FINANCING AVAILABLE
* FREE EVALUATIONS

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

732-244-8588

WE ARE 
LICENSED, 

BONDED 
AND INSURED 

WITH OVER 
49 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE

 LIC#13VH06840400

NEW LOCATION  
3 Plaza Drive Suite 3, Toms River

• Emergencies Seen Same Day
• Advanced Cosmetic Dentistry
• Gentle Personalized Care
• Free Consultations
• Major Insurances Accepted
• Compassionate, Skilled Team

(732) 367-8200
3 Plaza Drive Suite 3, Toms River

All Phases of Dentistry Incorporated 
in One Convenient Location

NEW PATIENTS’ SPECIAL

20% OFF 
FIRST VISIT

Not to be combined with other offers

 • INTEREST-FREE FINANCING •  
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Comprehensive Dental Care
“Quality is an Expression of Integrity”

Robert F. Cannis D.M.D.

$225.00
Original $450.00

Brighten your Smile for Spring!
WHITENING SPECIAL
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Celebrating 50 Years

This event will include 30+ local artists showcasing 
their paintings, linocut prints, woodworking, jewelry, 
photography, glass, ceramics, macrame, and a host of 
other beautiful craft and gift items.

If interested as an art or craft vendor, contact  
Terry at TMKonnPHDRT@aol.com or 732-278-9469

Complete a registration for at 
https://forms.office.com/B93XukuKrM

Space is limited, register early.

Celebrating its Golden Anniversary 
in the Old Victorian Lady

22 Chestnut Ave., Island Heights, NJ
In celebration, the

Artisan Market
"The Guild"

will showcase the talent of its local artists.

FREE EVENT
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • FUN FOR ALL AGES

Saturday, April 27
9-4PM

Raindate: Sunday, April 28

Ocean County Artist Guild

– Make this year special –

Give an Original - One of a Kind Floral Painting
It’s a timeless remembrance - 6x6 framed painting on easel

FOR MORE INFO: 732-240-5525
rosesinatra.com

APRIL 27TH • 10 AM - 4 PM 
22 Chestnut Avenue, Island Heights, NJ 08732

CRAFT 
SHOW 

INSIDE

We are offer a wide variety of classes

Print Group
Tuesdays, 12:30-4:00 PM 

$7 Guild donation + materials
Reduction printing in all forms– In the Studio

Do Your Own Thing
Thursdays, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM. 

Come paint or sketch
$10 Guild Donation—In the studio.

Long Pose 
Nude Figure Drawing 

AND Painting
Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00 PM 

$15 Model Fee—In the studio

Portrait Group
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 2-4:00 PM 

Portraits & Figure
Model Fee $10 in the Studio

OPEN STUDIO GROUPS & DROP-IN GROUPS
For MEMBERS and GUESTS

Undraped Figure 
Drawing, Long Poses

Saturdays, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM 
$10 Model Fee—In the studio

Book Club
2nd Friday of the Month 

5:00-6:30 PM (Free)

Art Chat
4th Friday of the Month 

5:00-6:30 PM (Free)

Photography Group
Contact Office 

for meeting Information

Sculpting with Clay
Fridays 11:00 AM-1:00 PM  

Upstairs Studio ($5.00)

Each Stitch Counts Group
Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 PM

www.ocartistsguild.org/events/
category/general-events/
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DOES YOUR COMMUNITY HOST BINGO?
SUBMIT YOUR FLYER ONLINE AT HOLIDAYCITY.ORG

WEDNESDAYS
HOLIDAY CITY WEST

SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIAL CLUB 

DOORS 4:30PM | GAMES 6:15-9PM
HCW CLUBHOUSE - 45 CABRILLO BLVD

FOOD BAR
14 GAMES - PRIZES $75-$500

FIRST SPECIAL $200
THREE 50/50S

EVENT GAMES (PULL TABS)
$500 JACKPOT

YOU CAN PLAY EVERY GAME 
AND ONLY SPEND $7.00

TUESDAYS

HOLIDAY CITY CAREFREE

DOORS 4:30PM 
CARD PURCHASES 5PM 

GAMES 6:15
CLUBHOUSE - 98 BANANIER DR.

OUR CAFE IS OPEN FOR ALL TO ENJOY!
DINNER, SNACKS, DESSERTS,

COFFEE, TEA AND MORE!
ENTRANCE IS FREE

FOR MORE INFO: TERRY LICAUSI
732-286-7872

THURSDAYS

HOLIDAY CITY BERKELEY

DOORS 4PM | GAMES 5:15PM
CLUBHOUSE - 631 JAMAICA BLVD.

ADK will help you SELL your 
HOME for MORE.....Faster!

Our experienced agents specialize in Adult Community sales 
and live in your neighborhood. ADK is a local, independent 
company that works hard to gain a better understanding of 
your individual NEEDS provide you with better ADVICE, and 
help you set realistic GOALS.

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS...CALL ADK - YOUR NEIGHBOR, YOUR REALTOR
1071 Route 37 West, Unit 9 • Toms River, NJ 08755 

 Office: 732-255-4433 
JoAnn Petrizzo, Owner/Broker

www.adkrealtynj.com

save the date!!
Spring is here, and so are the events in  

Holiday City & Silver Ridge Park!
Don't miss out on these events! 
See flyers beginning on page 18.
Be sure to submit YOUR upcoming 
events online at holidaycity.org
Deadline for May Edition: April 18
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Neighborhood
craft fairs
Flea Markets

garage sales

Silver Ridge Park East - Flea Market Committee

JUNK IN THE TRUNK
FLEA MARKET & BAKE SALE

Saturday, May 18, 2024 • 9 AM to 2 PM [rain or shine]
979 Edgebrook Dr No., Toms River
VENDORS & BAKERS NEEDED Coffee, Soft Drinks & Hot Dogs for 
Sale SRPE Residents $15; Non-Residents $20 (non refundable)
*Rain, event will be held indoors*
Ticket sale dates: Mail In or Drop off at SRPE Office
Ticket sale location: 979 Edgebrook Dr No., Toms River, NJ 08757
Contact info: gail 973-214-3664

Holiday City Carefree - Gazette

Flea Market & craft fair
Saturday, May 4, 2024 • 8 AM to 2 PM
98 bananier drive., Toms River
VENDORS NEEDED $25.00 table 

Contact info: joan 732-279-3788

Silver Ridge Park Westerly - Entertainment Committee

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
fRI., May 31, 2024, sAT., JUNE 1, sUN., jUNE 2 
9 AM to 3 PM • 39 MILLBROOK ROAD., TOMS RIVER
COMMUNITY WIDE GARAGE SALE EVENT 
PICK UP A MAP AT THE CLUBHOUSE DIRECTING TO ALL SALES.
Contact info: COOKIE 201-394-3583

Holiday City Berkeley - Members & Friends

outdoor bazaar
APRIL 13 • 9AM - 2PM
HCB Clubhouse 1 Parking Lot - 631 JAMAICA BLVD.
COME WELCOME...CRAFTERS, FLEA MARKETERS, VENDORS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! RAIN DATE: SUNDAY, APRIL 14

Holiday City West - Recreation

Spring craft fair
APRIL 20 • 10AM - 3PM, HCw - 45 cabrillo blvd.

Contact chrissy lee 848-238-5806
 or  email cleeshowinfo@yahoo.com

Holiday City West - Recreation

flea market
may 4 • 9AM - 3PM, HCw - 45 cabrillo blvd.
tables sold out. find treasures you didn't know you needed!

contact 201-888-3071

BUS TRIPS TO 
ATLANTIC CITY

PROMOTE YOUR UPCOMING CASINO TRIPS! 
VISIT HOLIDAYCITY.ORG

HCC - AC HI-ROLLERS

RESORTS CASINO
APRIL 8 - $35PP • $20 SLOT PLAY
BUS BOARDS AT 11AM, DEPARTS 11:30AM SHARP. BUS LEAVES AC 6:30PM
FINAL TICKET SALES: MARCH 28, 2024, 11AM-1PM AT HCC CLUBHOUSE 
(98 BANANIER DRIVE)

contact: FRAN LUCANTE 732-736-5622

HH - RECREATION

RESORTS CASINO
MAY 15 - $30PP 
BUS DEPARTS 11AM FROM HH - 96 PRINCE CHARLES DRIVE. 
TICKET SALES BEGIN 4/11/24 AT CLUBHOUSE

contact: ANN DEMERCURIO 201-774-4062

HCS - WOMEN'S CLUB

RESORTS CASINO 4 HR.
APRIL 24 - $33PP • SLOT PLAY INCLUDED
BUS BOARDS 2:45PM FROM HCS 139 SANTIAGO DRIVE 
TICKET SALES FRIDAYS 9:30-11AM, AT CLUBHOUSE BUILDING A, ROOM 1

contact: ALICE PATRIZIO 732-286-2751

HCC - AC HI-ROLLERS

RESORTS CASINO
june 3 - $35PP • $20 SLOT PLAY
BUS BOARDS AT 11AM, DEPARTS 11:30AM SHARP. BUS LEAVES AC 6:30PM
TICKET SALES: may 5 in library (98 BANANIER DRIVE) 11am-1pm.  
no refunds. make checks out to hcc atlantic city high rollers 

contact: FRAN LUCANTE 732-736-5622

HCC - AC HI-ROLLERS

RESORTS CASINO
juLY 3 - $35PP • $20 SLOT PLAY
BUS BOARDS AT 11AM from clubhouse, DEPARTS 11:30AM SHARP.  
BUS LEAVES AC 6:30PM
TICKET SALES: JUNE 5 in library (98 BANANIER DRIVE) 11am-1pm.  
no refunds. make checks out to hcc atlantic city high rollers 

contact: FRAN LUCANTE 732-736-5622
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CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS • MASONRY • ROOFING

CHIMNEY CLEANING

With Coupon Only. Cannot be Combined 
with other offers. Exp. 5/15/24

JUST $79 $85 OFF

ANY GUTTER CLEANING

With Coupon Only. Cannot be Combined 
with other offers. Exp. 5/15/24

Call Mike For a FREE Estimate 732-240-0488

Chimney Repairs• 
Gutter Installation• 
Foundation Work• 
Waterproofing• 
Stone Work• 
Roof Repairs• 
Complete Reroofing• 

Trust 25 Years Of Honest, Reliable Service

Fully Licensed, Bonded & Insured • LIC# PA 106319

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
OLDER HOMES

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.busybeenj.com

We Stop The Leak!

Chimney Specialists

FREE Shop at Home Personalized Service • FREE  Rip-up & Removal 
FREE Upgrade Pad • FREE  Moving of Most Furniture • SAVE on 1000’s of Floors

LOOK NO FURTHER FOR QUALITY FLOORING AND EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE!
Visit Us Online: http://drpeppersflooring.com 

CORTEC VINYL 
WATERPROOF 

PLANKING

$7.50
Sq Ft. Installed

12ft. & 15ft. Wide 

$2.99
Sq Ft. Installed

SAXONY

ENGINEERED 
HARDWOOD 
FLOORING

$8.75
Sq Ft. Installed

MOHAWK 
SMART STRAND

$2.99
Sq Ft. Installed

$7.95
Sq Ft. Installed

PERGO BOLD
Starting At 

$5.95
Sq Ft. Installed

LAMINATES

When you buy from a Mom & Pop Business, you are not helping a CEO buy a third 
Vacation Home. You are helping a little girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
Team Jersey, Mom and Dad put food on the table or helping a student pay for College. 
Our Customers are our Share Holders and they are the ones we strive to make happy.

Thank You For Supporting Small Businesses!

LIC# 13VH03871200

732-281-1000
600 Mule Rd. Suite 4 • Toms River

Serving Ocean County Since 1985

Carpet 
Cleaning 
Special
3 Rooms 

$99.00

CPL. WILLIAM H. SMITH DETACHMENT
ANNUAL VETERANS DANCE

APRIL 20, 2024 • 6:00 PM
AT VFW POST 9503 • BAYVILLE, NJ

HOT BUFFET  SALAD
BREAD & BUTTER

COFFEE  TEA  DESSERTS
MUSIC BY DJ DON PESCE

COST: $25.00 PER PERSON 
DRESS CODE: CASUAL

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!!
Questions? Call	 Bob Meola	 732-674-7504
	 Bill Pivarnick	 848-240-3515
	 Larry Migliorisi	 908-216-1834
	 Chuck Swiers	 973-864-0964

Come out and support our Marine Corps League

Attention: All Holiday City/Silver Ridge Members

National Active & Retired 
Federal Employees Association

Spring 2024 Meetings
Dates| 

April 15 • May 20 • June 10
event time 

1 PM
LOCATION 

Manchester Municipal Building 
Route 37 W & Colonial Drive, Manchester

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Janet Adams 732-279-3857
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732-270-4433
1591 RT. 37 WEST | TOMS RIVER
TAKE JUG HANDLE AT NORTH HAMPTON

40 YEARS  FAMILY OWNED  A+ RATED BY BBB
License Number: #13VH00722500 

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE

• WINDOWS
• DOORS
• SCREEN ROOMS
• PATIO ENCLOSURES

• SIDING • ROOFING
• DECKS
• RAILINGS
• AND MORE!!!

SUNROOMS, SCREEN ROOMS & DECKS

Since  
1979
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FREE CAR WASH OIL CHANGE 

With this coupon. Expires 5/15/24 With this coupon. Expires 5/30/24

PLATINUM 
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH 

OIL CHANGE, 
TIRE ROTATION, 

CAR WASH
$2.00 OFF

$39.95

1194 RTE 37 W, TOMS RIVER, NJ 08755
(732) 240-9871 • HOLIDAYSERVICECENTERNJ.COM

Like us on Facebook
@HOLIDAYSERVICECENTER

THIS COMMUNITY’S TRUSTED
AUTO SERVICE & REPAIR SHOP FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

Complete Automotive Maintenance, Repair 
& State-of-the-Art Diagnostics  

ASE Certified Technicians

Licensed NJ State Inspections & Certified Emission Repair Facility
FULLY RENOVATED CAR WASH & DETAILING (Interior & Exterior)

UNLIMITED MONTHLY WASH PROGRAMS
 STARTING AT JUST $15 PER MONTH 

Visiting Nurse Association Health Group 
is inviting members of the community to join our team of  

hospice volunteers and skilled volunteer seamstresses.

 

Interested in becoming a volunteer? 
Contact: , BSW Director of Volunteer  

732 224-6933 pauline.depalma@vnahg.org

We encourage volunteers to wait one year following the death of a loved one. 

Provide 
Administrative 

support on a variety 
of 

Comfort and 
bereavement 
calls in our 

office home 
visitation 

Visiting Nurse Association Health Group will pro vide you with training and support to enhance 
your gifts of compassion, commitment and companionship to those nearing end of life. 

Share a Memory. Hold a Hand. Lend an Ear. Touch a Heart. 
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"After my mother passed away on hospice, I received a flyer about the Bear Hugs program.  As a
sewer myself, I was touched by this opportunity to preserve my mother’s memory and to use my
skills to bring comfort to others as well. It was an honor to make my 3 practice bears from my

mother’s clothing. Once the team of experienced seamstresses approved my work, I became part of
the team. That was 10 years ago and I have been creating memory bears for other hospice families

ever since. I love it!” – Bear Hugs Volunteer

 

 
 

VNAHG offers our hospice patient families a special
service:  Memory Bears crafted from the garments of a

loved one, by our team of skilled volunteer seamstresses
 
 
 
 

Pre
ser

ve p
rec

ious

memorie
s f

or

grie
ving

 fa
milies

 

 

For more information about becoming a volunteer seamstress, please
contact Pauline DePalma, BSW, Director of Volunteer Services

 at 732-224-6933 or pauline.depalma@vnahg.org

Attention Experienced Sewers -Volunteers Needed
 Would you like a meaningful opportunity to use your skills?

"It is a labor of love, and so worth it to hear about the enjoyment and comfort the bears bring to the
families. Truly my favorite volunteer activity." - Bear Hugs Volunteer

Sew a lasting
hug that will be
treasuredforever

 

VNAHG offers the Bear Hugs Program through its joint venture with
RWJ Barnabas Health Hospice

Attention Experienced Sewers – Would you like a meaningful 
volunteer opportunity to use your skills?

VNAHG’s Bear Hugs Program offers families of our hospice patients 
a special memory bear crafted from garments of a loved one. This could 
be your opportunity to use your sewing skills to make a difference in the 
life of a grieving family.

We invite you to start by sewing practice bears, utilizing our pattern and 
detailed instructions, with feedback from experienced sewers. Would you 
like to join our volunteer team and help preserve precious memories?

"It is a labor of love, and so worth it to hear about the enjoyment and 
comfort the bears bring to the families. Truly my favorite volunteer activity." 
Bear Hugs Volunteer

For more information please call 
Pauline De Palma, Director Volunteer Services (732) 224-6933

Why Become a Hospice Volunteer?
The simplest gifts are often the most profound. If you’ve got time, 

empathy, and compassion, you have the ability to support those nearing 
end of life. If you have been searching for meaningful ways to spend your 
time, we invite you to explore the role of hospice volunteer with VNA 
Health Group. Companionship visits in patient’s homes or facilities in 
Ocean County, administrative projects, or comforting phone calls from 
our Toms River office, are just some of the ways in which our volunteers 
support patients and their families. Training will be provided by members 
of the VNA Hospice Team.  Contact Pauline De Palma 732-224-6933
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awningdesign.net

Canopies • Porch Covers 
Recovers • Repairs • Design

Retractable Awnings

732-462-1131

Free On-Site Shade Evaluation
Come to our showroom at 

1014 Rt. 33E Suite 7, Freehold

Aluminum AwningsAluminum Awnings
Our
35th

Year
Quality You Can See

Since 1988
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UNITED
Termite & Pest Control, LLC.

“Termite Control Experts”

CALL 732-657-7800
MANCHESTER, NJ 08759

www.UnitedTermiteNJ.net

 Annual Termite Inspection  
(Includes Foundation Spray)

 Monthly/Quarterly Pest Control  
 Moisture Control  Vapor Barriers 

 Dryer Vent Cleaning Foundation Vents 

Business License #97253A • NJ Contractor Lic. # 13VH08162800
Family Owned and Operated  • Fully Insured

Servicing Holiday City & Silver Ridge 
for Over 25 Years

Like us to find out about our specials! 

Safe and Effective Control of Termites,  
Rodents and All Household Pests

MARKET
DOWNTOWN TOMS RIVER

HUDDY
PARK

-

39 E. WATER STREET
WEDNESDAYS THROUGH OCTOBER 25

EVERY

WEDNESDAY

10AM-4PM

FARMERS
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SEE ALL UPCOMING EVENTS ONLINE AT HOLIDAYCITY.ORG

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS: 
APRIL 18 for the upcoming MAY EDITION

Thank you for contributing to the  Community Connection!

If you see any errors or updates,  
Call Senior Community Media 

732-240-6611

Let us know the...
 DATE
 COMMUNITY
 EVENT TITLE
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A/C & HEATING
CARE TEMP LLC HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING
732-349-1448
ONE HOUR HEATING & COOLING
732-349-7997

ASSISTED LIVING/HEALTHCARE FACILITIES
CRESTWOOD MANOR 
732-276-4973
MAGNOLIA GARDENS 
732-557-6500

BATHROOM REMODELING
BATH FITTER
855-203-6820
BATHROOM PROS
732-812-0843

CARPETING / FLOORING
DR. PEPPER'S FLOORING
732-281-1000
KOEMPEL CARPETS & FLOORING
732-785-1440

CREMATIONS/FUNERAL HOMES
DEGRAFF FUNERAL HOME
732-657-7868
KEDZ FUNERAL HOME
732-349-1234
QUINN HOPPING FUNERAL HOME
732-240-3800
RYAN FUNERAL HOME
732-505-1900

DRYER VENT CLEANING
AFFORDABLE DRYER VENT CLEANING
732-966-6914

LAWYERS
SILVIO M. SILVI ATTORNEY AT LAW
732-349-4949

pest control
UNITED TERMITE & PEST CONTROL LLC
732-657-7800

PLUMBING
BEN FRANKLIN PLUMBING
732-341-4666
DOCTOR ROOTER
609-242-3737

LEZGUS 
1-800-540-2618
MY GUY PLUMBING
732-354-1909
NEAL PLUMBING
732-244-6606

PUMPS & WELL SERVICES
EPIC WELL DRILLING
732-244-3742
JERSEY SHORE LAWN & SPRINKLER 
732-270-0072
TED'S WELL SERVICE
732-237-2440

ROOFING
J.P. ROOFING
732-300-7184
PREMIER ROOFING 
732-244-8588

SUNROOMS
TRI-STATE SUNROOMS PLUS
732-762-2668

business directory 		  > fIND these LOCAL BUSINESSES AT HOLIDAYCITY.ORG

No need to wait …

When you choose Ben Franklin Plumbing,  
           ‘stuff’ doesn’t HAVE to happen!

FREE kitchen faucet filter 
with every Whole Home Water Filtration System

(Even your dog will thank you for the safe, clean and quality drinking water!)
– a $790 value in savings!

732-341-4666
www.benfranklinplumbingoc.com

LIC# 36BI009918

www.onehourheatandairoc.com
732-349-7997

L I C  # 1 9 H C 0 0 4 5 1 8

FREE air cleaner with  
any new AC system
an $899 value in savings!

mistersparky.com 732-204-8120 

10% Off Whole Home 
Surge Protector

LIC# 34EB00529200
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IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 24 HOURS A DAY

SAVE MONEY!

 

www.DoctorRooterPlumbing.com

1-866-377-6683
1-866-DR-ROOTER

MENTION THIS AD & Receive 
$20.00 OFF

732-349-4999

save the date FOR THESE 
upcoming events!

JULY 23
HC BERKELEY

SOCIAL & FISHING CLUB

SURFLIGHT THEATRE 
FOOTLOOSE

SHOW 2PM • DINNER 5:30PM 
DEPART 12:30PM HCB - 631 JAMAICA BLVD
TICKETS $120.00

AUGUST 3
HOLIDAY HEIGHTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE

ANNUAL COUNTRY 
WESTERN DANCE

6PM-10PM | DOORS 5:30PM 
HH CLUBHOUSE - 96 PRINCE CHARLES DR.
TICKETS $15.00 - CHECKS, NO REFUNDS
TICKET SALES: 5/16 (THURS) 9-10AM

september 11
hc bERKELEY

SOCIAL & FISHING CLUB

RIVER LADY LUNCH
11AM-2PM

LUNCH & TOUR  ROMS RIVER 
ON THE RIVER LADY 

TICKETS $65.00
TICKET SALE: 1ST & 3RD TUES. 12-1PM

september 28
hc bERKELEY

Entertainment team

vendor/craft fair
9AM-4PM

INDOOR CRAFT FAIR
VENDORS & CRAFTERS WANTED 

$25 8X10 SPACE
CONTACT COOKIE 201-394-3583

F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U RC H  O F  TO M S  R I V E R

Paula Brown Soup Kitchen
129 Chestnut Street • Toms River 

(Corner of Old Freehold Rd. & Chestnut Street)

3PM - 4:30PM | Doors Close 5PM
Free Meals! All Welcome!

APRIL 16 Only
MAY 21, MAY 28

JUNE 18, JUNE 25
JULY 16, JULY 23

3RD & 4TH 
TUESDAY

 WHEN TOMS RIVER SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED 
DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER, SO ARE WE.

S E E  A L L  2 0 2 4  D AT E S  AT  H O L I D AY C I T Y. O RG
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 RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES • 24 Hours/7 Days A Week • FULLY INSURED

• BROKEN SPRINGS REPLACED
• CABLES & ROLLERS REPLACED 
• SINGLE PANEL REPLACEMENT
• REPAIR OLD MOTORS
• EXPERT REPAIR
• SAME DAY SERVICE 

24  7 GARAGE DOORS
For All Your Garage Door Needs

Residential & Commercial 

8’ x 7’
INSULATED 

DOOR
INSTALLED

$949
732-213-8107 • 609-312-7100

MILITARY & SENIOR DISCOUNTS
DISCOUNTS APPLY TO SERVICE WORK ONLY

H O M E H E A LT H C A R E 

732-884-3100
infonj@trustsummit.com
222 Jack Martin Blvd.
Ocean Medical Park,
Brick, NJ 08724

WWW.TRUSTSUMMIT.COM

We accept Medicaid, JACC, VA Insurance, and 
most LTC Insurance plans, and we also have 

great rates for Private Pay.

HOME HEALTH AIDE SERVICES

Personal Care• 
Companionship• 
Meal Preparation• 
Light Housekeeping• 
Running Errands and • 
Shopping
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trips +travel

2 Days/1 Nights  SEptember 11-12, 2024

sight & sound theatre - daniel
Price Includes
• TWO DAYS DELUXE MOTORCOACH TRANSPORTATION
• OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS FOR ONE NIGHT WITH 
SMORGASBORD BREAKFAST 

• ADMISSION TO `SIGHT & SOUND THEATRE WITH GREAT SEATS!
SHADY MAPLE & BIRD IN HAND FARMERS MARKET!
CRAFTS, JAMS, BAKED GOODS, CHEESES ETC.
SMORGASBORD DINNER AT HOTEL
LUNCH AT SHADY MAPLE SMORGASBORD (Day 2)
TICKET INFO:	Double $310 pp	 Single $381 pp
	 Triple $294 pp	 Quad $288 pp

DEPOSIT $100.00 PP.  DEPOSIT REFUNDABLE UP TO FINAL PAYMENT 

PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ONLY 
SINGLE & TRIPLE RATES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Balcony $2577.00  Oceanview $2507.00  Interior $2057.00

Price Includes:
• 2 NIGHT STAY IN SEATTLE WITH HOT BREAKFAST, CRUISE, 
PORT CHARGES, GOVERNMENT TAXES & FEES

• NJ- ROUNDTRIP TRANSPORTATION TO AIRPORT IN NJ
• SEATTLE - ROUNDTRIP TRANSPORTATION TO  HOTEL, PIERS, AIRPORT 
• BONUS PACKAGE INCLUDES: PREPAID GRATUITIES, FREE WIFI, 
 FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

• UP TO $400 ON BOARD CREDIT PER CABIN BASED ON CABIN CATEGORY
TICKET INFO:	Double & Single Occupancy	 $800
	 Triple Occupancy	 $1,025

TRAVEL PROTECTION IS AVAILABLE AND HIGHLY SUGGESTED, REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

august 14-23, 2024
7-nIGHT ALASKA CRUISE
ON THE CELEBRITY EDGE 

+2-Nights in 
Seattle, WA

For any questions about these upcoming trips, or to book these events, call Carmen 732-244-0404

NOVEMBER 20, 2024
THE SHORE CLUB - SPRING LAKE, NJ
the RED HOT MAMA’S of song
WHITNEY HOUSTON ~ TINA TURNER ~ BARBRA STREISAND
BETTE MIDLER ~ LADY GAGA ~ LINDA RHONSTADT ~ MAMA CASS
Price Includes
• DELUXE MOTORCOACH 
TRANSPORTATION

• ONE HOUR OPEN BAR
• FRESH GARDEN SALAD, SOUP

• CHOICE OF: SIRLOIN OF BEEF, 
CHICKEN MARSALA OR BAKED 
SALMON

• DESSERT ~ COFFEE OR TEA
• WINE & SODA DURING LUNCH

TICKET COST: $105.00 

7 Nights  JULY 16-28, 2025

mEDITERRANEAN CRUISE
on the CELEBRITY ASCENT

+2 Nights 
 Barcelona, Spain
+2 Nights 
 Athens, Greece

THESE RATES ARE BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ONLY
***SINGLE AND TRIPLE RATES ALSO AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST***

Balcony $2550.00 pp    Oceanview (Window) $2225.00pp
Interior (No Window) $2105.00 pp

ABOVE RATES ARE FOR THE CRUISE AND ROUNDTRIP MOTORCOACH
TRANSPORTATION TO NEWARK AIRPORT ONLY

BONUS PACKAGE INCLUDED - FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE, 
$100.00 ON BOARD CREDIT PER CABIN, FREE WIFI

HOTELS IN SPAIN & GREECE, AIRFARE AND ROUNDTRIP HOTEL TRANSFERS ARE NOT 
INCLUDED AND WILL BE QUOTED WHEN AVAILABLE

**TRAVEL PROTECTION IS AVAILABLE AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDED**

TICKET INFO:	 Double $800 pp	 Single $1600 pp
REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

DATE	 PORTS OF CALL	 ARRIVAL	 DEPART

JULY 16	 DEPART FOR SPAIN	 *****	 ******
JULY 17-19	 ARRIVAL & CHECK-IN FOR 2 NIGHT STAY IN SPAIN
JULY 19	 CRUISE DEPARTURE	 *****	 5PM
JULY 20 	 AT SEA	 *****	 ******
JULY 21	 VALLETTA, MALTA	 8AM	 5PM
JULY 22	 AT SEA	 *****	 ******
JULY 23	 MYKONOS, GREECE	 7AM	 8PM
JULY 24	 EPHESUS, KUSADSI, TURKEY	 8AM	 7PM
JULY 25	 SANTORINI, GREECE	 7AM	 8PM
JULY 26	 ATHENS (PIRAEUS) GREECE	 5AM
JULY 26-28	 **HOTEL CHECK-IN FOR A TWO NIGHT STAY IN ATHENS**
JULY 28	 DEPART FOR RETURN FLIGHT HOME!!
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Serving �e Communities of Holiday City & Silver Ridge For Over 40 Years

732-240-3800
Clifford B. Tantum, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4078

www.quinn-hoppingfh.com

26 MULE ROAD • TOMS RIVER

Lawrence G. Bolen, Founder
Michael J. Defonzo Jr., Manager 

N.J. Lic #4075

www.carmonbolenfh.com

Competitively Priced to Meet All Your Funeral & Cremation Needs
Toms River  
412 Main St.

732-349-1922
Whiting 

66 Lacey Rd.
732-350-0003

 Traditional Funerals 
Cremations • Memorials

Call Us About Our Low Cost Cremation Services
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1980

Veteran & First 
Responder  

Discounts  Offered
*PHONES ANSWERED 24/7

Larry DiChiara 
Owner/operator

LARRY’S ELECTRIC LLC

License # 16011A
Bonded • Insured

(732) 606-2103
“Ask about the $179.00 home checkup”

*Includes the attic fan, panel, GFI’s and smoke detectors*

Start advertising your business to 
30,000 Residents

Start advertising your business to 
30,000 Residents

WATER HEATERS  ●  BOILERS  ●  5 STAR SERVICE

732-352-3068
www.myguyplumbingnj.com

Master Plumber Lic#36B101330800 HIC#13VH10547800

Honesty • Integrity • Efficiency • Family

$250 OFF
Any New Boiler (Installed)
Cannot combine offers. Expires 05/15/24

$150 OFF
Gas Water Heater

Cannot combine offers. Expires  05/15/24

Mention this ad to get

$50 OFF 
ANY SERVICE 

Cannot combine offers. Expires 05/15/24

TANKLESS HEATERS
WATER FILTRATION
FINANCING AVAILABLE

ASK ABOUT OUR

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP PACKAGE

Sunrooms • Windows  
Doors • Decks

Just one of our many Holiday 
City and Silver Ridge Sunrooms

Formerly Jeffers Aluminum & Remodeling
OCEAN COUNTY EXTERIORS 

732-657-2000

Our professional, 
courteous staff gets 

the job done right and 
on time!

Lic # 13VH12400400

ASK FOR 
AUSTIN OR 

BILL

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

BRUSH OF ELEGANCE PAINTING

Robert Sivitsky -  Over 30 Years in Business
sivitsky_robert@yahoo.com

SERVING OCEAN & MONMOUTH COUNTY

Powerwashing & Wallpaper Removal

732-929-8748

31APRIL 2024T h a n k  Yo u  To  O u r  A d v e r t i s i n g  S p o n s o r s



The Community Connection • APRIL 2024

GO SOLAR FOR $0 DOWN!
SWITCH TO SOLAR NOW AND GET A $500              GIFT CARD

INCREASE YOUR PROPERTY VALUE 
PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 
HELP YOUR COMMUNITY 

WE MAKE GOING SOLAR SIMPLE
From our no pressure solar consultation to your custom designed 
solar system and right through to your installation, we make solar 
easy. There is no need to worry about all the paperwork. We take 
care of it all, including installation permits, state registration, utility 
interconnect and any homeowner association applications. 

Licensed and Insured

NEW JERSEY OWNED AND OPERATED 

NJ Electrical #34EB01725900 NJ HIC #13VH07213500

Call Now for a FREE Consultation

888-832-5050
www.AllSeasonSolar.net

Lock in Your Electric Rates
Reduce Electric Costs up to 45%
Full System Warranty
Instant Savings

Family Owned  & Operated
since 1985, 39 years in business

• Installing Water Conservation Systems 
• Expert Pump & Well Repair
• Discount Annual Service Contracts
• Renovations & Alterations
• Repairs & Maintenance

• Fall Shut Downs
• SUMMER Start Ups
• Line Repairs Due to Roots
• References Available 
• Drip Irrigation  • Drainage

Specializing in Customer Service & Satisfaction 

WE SERVICE ANY SYSTEM

732-270-0072

Wells • Drainage 
Irrigation 

Landscape Lighting 

NJ Master Well Drilling Lic# 545435 • NJ Well Drilling Lic# JD1015 • NJ Well Pump Lic# 15029 • NJ Irrigation Lic# 15043
NJ Pesticide Lic # 9024B • NJ Home Improvement Lic #13VH01923600 

www.JerseyShoreLawnSprinkler.com

When Quality is Your #1 Choice

LAWN & SPRINKLER
ERSEY  SHORE

“QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST” SINCE 1985

WELLS 
DRILLED & 
REPAIRED

All Irrigation
& Well Work

LANDSCAPE 
LIGHTING

SPRING
SPECIAL

10% OFF

Honesty • Integrity • Commitment •Prompt & Dependable  
Your Satisfaction is Our #1 Priority


